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From robotic construction to floating architecture, glass-
linked towers and timber-garden-style buildings, 2016’s 
design trends have been all about bringing new to the old. 
To celebrate another year of innovation, we took a look 
at the designer skylines and architectural masterpieces 
making history in cities across the globe.

Bilbao,  Spain
The centre of contemporary architecture in the Basque 
country, Bilbao is a model of regeneration to cities around 
the world. In the midst of the mountainous region lies a 
cutting-edge city, renowned for its recent transformation 
from industrial town to architectural haven. The unveiling 
of Frank Gehry’s Guggenheim Museum in 1997 placed 
Bilbao on top of the must-visit lists, reviving the city and 
setting a high standard for all ensuing architectural 
projects. Nevertheless, Bilbao’s other attractions surely 
don’t disappoint. Bilbao lives up to its name as UNESCO’s 
‘City of Design’ with Santiago Calatrava’s harp-shaped 
footbridge, the Puente Zubizuri and Foster & Partners’ 
glass canopy metro stations. And the city continues 

its redevelopment with the upcoming revival of the 
Zorrotzaurre neighbourhood by the late futuristic, prize-
winning, Iraqi-British architect, Zaha Hadid. 
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New York City,  USA
New York lives and breathes design, from the towering 
Empire State Building to the legendary steps of the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art, whose modern and 
contemporary department was unveiled at the Met Breuer 
building in March. Fifth Avenue, with the likes of the 
Bergdorf Goodman, Hublot, and Zegna, is a shopper’s 
dream while art-lovers should head for SoHo’s galleries 
and vintage stores. A scenic walk will serve up astounding 
views along the High Line in the Meatpacking District, 
which juxtaposes man-made and natural phenomenon 
with an elevated landscaped public park growing out of 
the tracks of an abandoned railroad. But Manhattan isn’t 
the only highlight of the Big Apple. The William Vale, a 
boutique hotel that opened in Brooklyn in May, features a 
park above street level along with the longest pool in New 
York and the best views in NYC from the Westlight rooftop 
bar. 

Copenhagen,  Denmark
With the buzz of The Danish Girl set in 1920s Copenhagen, 
we’re reminded of the distinctive design in Denmark’s 
capital. The Copenhagen Architecture Festival launched in 
March for ten days with over 150 events across the city, 
featuring one of the oldest cinemas and architectural gem, 
the Grand Teatret. The city of spires with bridges connecting 

each of the different districts is also home to the 17th 
century Rundetårn Tower, offering fantastic views of the 
Danish capital. One of the most impressive contemporary 
architectural feats to break ground in the capital is Den Blå 
Planet—Denmark’s National Aquarium. Designed by 3XN, 
the structure is surrounded by water, covered in aluminum 
‘fish scales’ and mimics the motion of waves. Also keep 
an eye out for architectural-firm COBE’s redevelopment of 
Christiansholm Island (known by locals as Paper Island) in 
Copenhagen Harbour, which promises to feature pitched-
roof halls as well as a courtyard and promenade by the 
waterfront. There’s even talk of street-food markets coming 
to the island, and given that the city already boasts 15 
Michelin stars, be sure to grab some smørrebrød as you 
wander round the design-rich districts. With some of the 
best-designed bike lanes in the world, don’t bother with 
cars and instead, help Copenhagen achieve its goal of 
becoming carbon neutral by 2025.

Istanbul,  Turkey
The former city of Constantinople lies between Asia and 
Europe, evoking design from both continents throughout 
the great Turkish capital. It’s hard to forget Istanbul’s 
eventful history, with the magnificent, imperial Blue Mosque 
reminiscent of the Ottoman legacy while mosaic-decorated 
palaces and churches, such as the Hagia Sophia, date back 

COPENHAGEN, DENMARK: 3XN’S DEN BLÅ PLANET

11CANDID



to the Byzantine era. Istanbul’s skyline is one of the most 
impressive in the world, with exquisite minarets scattered 
across the old quarter of the city as cobbled pavements lie 
below. Soak up the culture by taking a boat trip down The 
Bosphorus, experience the traditional hammam baths, or 
fine-tune your bargaining skills at the Grand Bazaar, while 
taking note that although steeped in history, this ancient city 
doesn’t shy away from modern design. Apple’s spectacular 
Glass Lantern store, engineered by Eckersley O’Callaghan, 
consists of a transparent structure of four single panes of 
glass whose fixtures are invisible to the naked eye. With 
such a variety of architecture, it’s no wonder Istanbul was 
nicknamed ‘The City of the World’s Desire.’

CAPE TOWN, SOUTH AFRICA

Cape Town,  South Africa
The 2014 World Design Capital sets the bar high for fellow 
metropolises, incorporating landscape and a long-standing 
architectural legacy. Ride the Cableway up the curved 
Table Mountain to get a tremendous panorama of Cape 
Town’s remarkable infrastructure. Nature and design go 
hand-in-hand in this city, from the pristine granite Clifton 
Beaches and the tranquil Kirstenbosch Botanical Gardens 
to the grungy, converted warehouses and factories in the 
Woodstock area. The vibrant Bo-Kaap suburb, whose 
cobbled streets are filled with vibrant, Georgian-terraced 
houses are famously polaroid-worthy. With a variety of 
design schools and cutting-edge architecture, the Mother 
City gets top marks.

Curitiba,  Brazil
Curitiba’s efficient urban planning gained it the status of 
UNESCO City of Design in 2014. Continuing its heritage and 
mission to improve the quality of life of its citizens through 
design and development, the capital of the Brazilian state 
of Paraná, aptly nicknamed the ‘green sea’ for its thirty-
plus parks, owes its thanks to Jaime Lerner. The former 
mayor jumpstarted the city’s transformation by upgrading 
the parks and pedestrianising the downtown area, while 
also making it easier to navigate around Curitiba via Bus 
Rapid Transit. In the midst of nature lies the walkway to the 

OSCAR NEIMEYER MUSEUM, CURITIBA, BRAZIL 

modern Ópera de Arame, a pioneering wire structure built 
from steel tubes and fitted with a transparent glass roof. 
Head to the top deck of the panoramic tower at sunrise 
for amazing views of the skyline from the highest point of 
the city. And the unforgettable Oscar Niemeyer Museum, 
in the shape of an eye, is a sculptural paradise for those 
dedicated to groundbreaking construction techniques.

Taipei,  Taiwan
The pulsating capital of Taiwan embraces its reputation as 
the current World Design Capital. The recent unveiling of 
a 334 square metre, upside down house will have visitors 
feeling disorientated as the furnishings hang above them 
throughout the three-floor installation. The traditional and 
contemporary coalesce in this 300-year-old city with trendy 
warehouse-transformed cafés and exhibition spaces amid 
historic, Qing-dynasty temples. Xinyi district’s buzzing 
nightlife is incarnated by Taipei 101, where you’ll be 
whisked up to the outdoor observation deck on the 89th 
floor in thirty-nine seconds to get staggering views of the 
city. The 101-floor skyscraper (the tallest in the world until 
2010) remains the world’s greenest building, mirrored 
by its bamboo stalk structure. Ecology plays a vital role 
in Taipei’s design initiatives—Loop.pH’s interactive light 
installation, commissioned for the Velo-city Global this year, 
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SEOUL, SOUTH KOREA: ZAHA HADID’S DONGDAEMUN DESIGN PLAZA

innovatively emphasizes the link between active lifestyles 
and the importance of air quality in building sustainable 
cities. And for those who need artistic inspiration, make 
your way to the creative hub of Taipei—the Songshan 
Cultural and Creative Park—and take your pick from the 
array of unique events in the now converted former home 
of the Songshan Tobacco Factory. 

TAIPEI, TAIWAN: TAIPEI 101

Buenos Aires,  Argentina
Argentina’s capital is host to an array of spellbinding 
architecture with both European and Latin American 
influences on show throughout the city. Visit the eco-
friendly Quo Container Center, constructed from fifty-
seven colorful steel boxes and fitted with solar panels, or 
La Parra’s Winery, whose façade and interior are designed 
to look like a wine box, with cut-out windows that overlook 
the street and offer a passers-by a peek into the rustic 
wine-crate coated interior and corrugate iron counter. 
The multicultural city exhibits various architectural styles 
from Santiago Calatrava’s modern Puente de la Mujer to 
the colonial-style boutique-hotel Jardín Escondido in the 
chic Palermo district. This seven-bedroom villa owned by 
Francis Ford Coppola, is a deluxe paradise of unique suites 
and beautifully maintained gardens. Buenos Aires’ design 
extends to all spheres of life. Home to the world’s most 
beautiful bookshop, El Ateneo Grand Splendid displays its 
books like royalty on the gold-finished balconies and lavish 
stalls of the former Grand Splendid Cinema. 

Seoul,  South Korea
Seoul is the manifestation of the digital age, making use 
of technological advances to achieve status as both a 
leading design centre and an eco-friendly city. Dutch firm 
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MVRDV and landscape designer Ben Kuipers’ planned 
transformation of the Seoul Station Overpass into the Seoul 
Skygarden is a promising venture. This NYC High Line-
inspired public park, exhibiting 254 species of flora as well 
as cafés, libraries and greenhouses, will undoubtedly be 
a huge success. Zaha Hadid’s neo-futuristic Dongdaemun 
Design Plaza, built in the developed fashion and retail 
sector of Seoul, promotes South Korean culture and the 
exchange of ideas through its diverse communal spaces, 
which are home to design labs and exhibition venues as 
well as restored sections of the historic Fortress Wall. With 
the mayor promising free WiFi everywhere by 2017, the 
urban city is beginning to thrive with visitors. Seoul has 
not lost sight of its traditional roots, however; a three-
floor hotel styled on a traditional Korean house, known as 
‘hanok,’ fitted with wooden pillars will be built by 2020, 
giving travellers the chance to experience an authentic 
South Korean lifestyle. 

Santiago,  Chile
The design-savvy Santiago sits in the heart of the Chilean 
valley, radiating creativity and an idyllic landscape. The 
Chilean capital’s magnificent skyline glimmers with César 
Pelli’s sixty-four storey Gran Torre, a highlight of the aptly 
named Sanhattan financial district. Competing with the 

SANTIAGO, CHILE: ALEJANDRO ARAVENA’S UC INNOVATION CENTRE, PHOTOGRAPH BY NINA VIDIC

picturesque backdrop of the Andes, the Sky Costanera 
observation deck on the 61st and 62nd floors offers 
sweeping views of the city. Alejandro Aravena’s social 
designs are developmental highlights, which rethink urban 
areas for community advancement. The winner of the 2016 
Pritzker Prize is the name behind the Medical School at the 
Universidad Cátolica de Chile and the energy-efficient 
UC Innovation Centre, made up of several meeting areas 
and balconies fit for the hot Chilean climate. The former 
Spanish territory also exhibits colonial-style architecture, in 
the form of neoclassical buildings such as the commanding 
Metropolitan Cathedral located in the capital’s historical 
centre.

Berlin,  Germany
The once-divided city hosts a medley of contemporary and 
traditional styles. Germany’s cultural capital, and official 
seat of government, is set to renovate the Bauhaus Archive 
Museum of Design and construct a new building for the 
2019 centenary of the founding of the movement. From 
the youthful city’s stylish street art in Friedrichshain and 
Kreuzberg to Norman Foster’s restoration of the historic 
Reichstag and Peter Eisenman’s distinctive Holocaust 
Memorial, it’s no wonder that Berlin is a top destination for 
design disciples. 
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